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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . £3 This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed on April 16. 2007 . 

2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1J>. 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the Amendment filed on April 16, 2007, which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-5 are pending in this application. 

Allowable Subject Matter/Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claim 1 is allowed over the prior arts cited records. 
The closets prior arts are: 

1) Meada et al. (US 5,377,095) disclose a merchandise analysis system for 
predicting the sale of a registered item, including: a sales data table having sales data 
of a plurality of items; an input terminal for registering an item and for setting an analysis 
term; a retrieval unit connected to the table and the input terminal to search the sales 
data table for the sales data corresponding to the registered item and the analysis term; 
a function table having various functions fitted to respective data of sale versus price; a 
dispersion measure table for storing errors obtained with respect to the respective data 
of sale versus price retrieved on the basis of the respective functions; an analysis 
device connected to the dispersion measure table so as to determine one function 
giving the minimum one of the errors and the values of parameters therefor; and a 
display connected to the dispersion measure table so as to display the sales data of the 
registered item corresponding to the analysis term in a graph expressing the determined 
one function into which the determined parameters are substituted, the display being 
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arranged to display the predicted sale corresponding to the registered price inputted 
through the input terminal in accordance with the display of the sales data. 

2) Walker et al (US 5,897,620) disclose an unspecified-time airline ticket 
representing a purchased seat on a flight to be selected later, by the airlines, for a 
traveler-specified itinerary (e.g., NY to LA on March 3rd) is disclosed. Various methods 
and systems for matching an unspecified-time ticket with a flight are also disclosed. An 
exemplary method includes: (1 ) making available an unspecified-time ticket; (2) 
examining a plurality of flights which would fulfill the terms of the unspecified-time ticket 
to determine which flight to select; and (3) providing notification of the selected flight 
prior to departure. The disclosed embodiments provide travelers with reduced airfare in 
return for flight-time flexibility and, in turn, permits airlines to fill seats that would have 
otherwise gone unbooked. Because of the flexibilities required of the unspecified-time 
traveler, unspecified-time tickets are likely to attract leisure travelers unwilling to 
purchase tickets at the available published fares and, at the same time, are likely to 
"fence out" business travelers unwilling to risk losing a full day at either end of their trip. 
Moreover, the flexibilities required of the unspecified-time traveler need not be limited to 
a departure time; the flexibilities may also include the airline, the departing airport, the 
destination airport, or any other restriction that increases the flexibility afforded the 
airline in placing the traveler aboard a flight. The disclosed embodiments thus permit 
airlines to fill otherwise empty seats in a manner that stimulates latent and unfulfilled 
leisure travel demand while leaving their underlying fare structures intact. 
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3) Hornick (US 5,270,921) disclose a computer-based seat inventory control 
system uses iterative leg-based methods to control bookings in a flight network 
comprised of a plurality of itinerary/fare class combinations using a plurality of flight 
legs. When considering a particular flight leg, the total fare paid by a passenger using 
the leg is adjusted by taking into account an estimate of the displacement cost of the 
travel on the other legs of the itinerary to create a virtual fare. Expected marginal seat 
revenues (or more precisely, their current approximations) provide the displacement 
costs on the legs when computing virtual fares. Using these virtual fares, a leg-based 
optimization method is applied to the individual legs one-by-one to compute new 
approximations of the expected marginal seat revenues. This method is iterated until 
the expected marginal seat revenues converge to their network-optimal values. 

Therefore, it is clear from the description of Meada et al's, Walker et al's and 
Hornick's inventions that the prior arts do not considered the possibility of: (a) assuming 
a beginning value for each component; (b) for a first component calculating prorated 
values, such that for each product using that component a prorated value is calculated 
on that component by calculating the difference between the product price and a value 
of the product's other components; (c) calculating a component value as a function of 
the prorated values and the probability values; (d) repeating steps (b) and (c) for all 
other components; (e) determining whether the component values converge; and (f) if 
any component value does not converge, using the calculated component value as the 
beginning component value and repeating steps (b) through (e) for that component; and 
using one or more processing units, calculating a value for each product based on the 
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results of the preceding step, by summing the component values of all components of 
that product as included in claim 1. 

4. Claims 2-5 are allowed because they are dependent claims of the allowable 
independent claim 1 above. 

Conclusion 

5. Claims 1-5 are allowed. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 
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or 

(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox Building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



June 20, 2007 



